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I n t r od u ct ion  

The purpose of this report  is to provide cent res with an insight  into the assessm ent  

process and give an overview of how candidates approached each quest ion. I n 

this series som e candidates perform ed well,  engaged posit ively with the texts and 

produced som e developed and analyt ical responses. As dem onst rated in the 

January series there was an im provem ent  with candidate’s approach, part icular ly 

in sect ion A, dem onst rat ing a bet ter knowledge and understanding of the 

requirem ents of the quest ion, and confident  use of term inology. However, on 

sect ion B candidates are perform ing with less success than sect ion A highlight ing 

a need for a m ore developed understanding of the cr iter ia for quest ion two.  

 

There were st ill a few candidates who were unprepared for the standard of the 

exam inat ion evident  by the lack of content  within responses, applying a 

descript ive approach or writ ing br ief responses which did not  at tem pt  to cover all 

aspects of the quest ion. I t  is recom m ended cent res provide candidates with 

opportunit ies to fam iliar ise them selves with the content  and form at  of the 

exam inat ion paper, ensuring that  they have a clear understanding of the 

requirem ents of each quest ion before the exam . Exem plar m aterials and 

accom panying com m entaries of the previous series are available on the Edexcel 

website and give valuable insight  into the m arks awarded at  each level and the 

standard required.  

Candidates should read through both quest ions, as well as the ext racts in the 

source booklet , before beginning their  writ ten response. This will allow them  to 

gain an understanding of the discussion points within the paper and note 

connect ions across the texts before they begin. 

 

The paper is divided into two sect ions providing an opportunity for a com parat ive 

analysis in Sect ion A and a discussion based essay in Sect ion B. Candidates are 

invited to analyse three texts representat ive of the spoken and writ ten m odes of 

language. Each sect ion contains one quest ion worth 25 m arks each. Candidates 

m ust  answer both quest ions. 

 

Sect ion  A:  Sp ok en  Lan g u ag e Tod ay  This sect ion provides an unseen piece of 

spoken language from  the 21st century which is a variety of English. Quest ion 1 

engages candidates in an analysis of the developm ent  of this variety in relat ion to 

Standard English. I n this series the spoken language was an exam ple of Aust ralian 

Aboriginal English. 

 

Sect ion  B:  W r i t t en  Lan g u ag e o f  t h e 1 9 t h  - 2 1 st  Cen t u r y  Candidates answer 

one discussion quest ion on two writ ten texts in the Source Booklet  that  look at  the 

issue raised in Sect ion A from  a wider perspect ive. This series, the two ext racts 

featured were an interview with an Aboriginal storyteller and an online art icle 

about  the developm ent  of Aust ralian English. Candidates were asked to discuss 

how variet ies of English in Aust ralia reflect  the changes to and developm ent  of 

English across the world.  

 

Sect ion  A  

 

Candidates approach to this quest ion has im proved dem onst rated by a confident  

and consistent  use of term inology to illust rate their  points. I n previous series 

term inology tended to be absent  am ongst  the lower levels but  it  is now featured 

am ongst  the m ajorit y of responses allowing candidates to access m arks for AO1. 



 

Most  candidates m ade a reasonable at tem pt  to engage fully with the task, and 

there were a range of responses that  m ade use of the bullet  points as a scaffold 

addressing the different  language levels. These allowed candidates to st ructure 

their  response and engage in a system at ic analysis of the text . The m ajority of 

candidates com m ented on the full range of language levels showing an 

understanding of the quest ion requirem ents and m ade at tem pts to apply theories.  

 

Candidates are achieving in the upper levels and top level 4 and 5 responses 

covered a range features including gram m ar, phonology, lexis, used term inology 

and discussed theories such as Accom m odat ion Theory and overt / covert  prest ige. 

Discr im inators in high perform ing candidates’ responses is the range of features 

discussed as well as accom plished and percept ive phonological analysis. St rong 

understanding was dem onst rated of accent  features m aking links to other accents 

which display sim ilar phonet ic variat ions and discussing elision, assim ilat ion and 

product ion of sound. They also looked to deepen and explore connect ions between 

the data and standard form s of English, m aking relevant  and discr im inat ing 

select ion of source m aterial. Points were supported with lots of exam ples from  the 

text  and m ade links to the discourse and developm ent  of English.  

 

Level 3 candidates tended to lack the range of features in their  analysis which is 

required for the higher bands and m ay have lim ited discussion on theories or 

discourse.  Som e m iddle to higher level candidates st ructured their  answers clearly 

and coherent ly and used a step by step approach to discussing language features. 

They successfully analysed the data with this overview in the process but  m issed 

som e opportunit ies to explore further on cultural contexts where connect ions 

across Standard English and the data could have been m ade in som e depth. Som e 

analysis was ham pered by referr ing to Tam m ie’s language as incorrect  and 

referencing low intelligence/ lack of educat ion as reasons for her dialect .  

Candidates are rem inded to use the term  ‘non-  standard’ when discussing variet ies 

of English and avoid term s such as ‘incorrect ’,  ‘wrong’ and ‘im proper’.  

 

Weaker candidates tended to feature spot  and describe what  was there part icular ly 

with phonology. Som e candidates m ent ioned term inology such as phonem es and 

were able to link features to Aust ralian or Aboriginal culture such as ‘m ob’ or ‘long 

grass/ short  grass’ and ident ified that  the speaker has a sim ilar pronunciat ion to 

accents in another variety of English-  m ost  notably Afr ican creoles.  

 

Sect ion  B 

 

There cont inues to be a wide range of approaches to this quest ion with varying 

degrees of success. Despite som e st rong responses, overall candidates perform ed 

less successfully on this quest ion when com pared to quest ion one. Candidates are 

cont inuing to m ake im provem ent  on referr ing to the source m aterial which has 

been in an issue in previous series. This dem onst rates that  candidates are 

recognising the need to source exam ples from  the texts to support  their  discussion 

specifically to the developm ent  of English in Aust ralia. I t  is im portant  that  

candidates cont inue to do this with the aim  of ident ifying connect ions across the 

sources that  dem onst rate language evolving and t ransit ioning. The three sets of 

data are linked and show the progression of a var iety of English over t im e. Som e 

candidates were able to ident ify and discuss the influence of the nat ive Aboriginal 

language on Aust ralian English while also acknowledging a non-standard variety 

of English had also developed within the Aboriginal com m unity. Further reference 



 

was m ade to the story teller  featured in Text  B and his at tem pts to preserve the 

Aboriginal language and culture due to the expansion of global English. 

 

As with Sect ion A som e lower to m iddle level scr ipts were character ised by the 

need to explain (and to som e extent  explore)  the differences between a ‘correct ’ 

use of English and that  which the data presented. Often candidates presented the 

given exam ples of syntax as incorrect  and then sought  to provide correct  

alternat ives. Candidates are rem inded to avoid labelling non-standard form s as 

incorrect  as it  can lead to a judgem ental analysis of the language. 

 

Som e lower level responses discussed the spread of English in general term s with 

lit t le reference to the variet ies in Aust ralia which ham pered the relevance of their  

discussion and suggested they m ay have planned a generic response to the bullet  

points which they would write regardless of which variety was presented in the 

sources. 

 

Level 4 m arks focused on all the bullet  points in their  discussion, referred to the 

source texts, applied theories and st ructured their  answer around developm ent  of 

variet ies of English in Aust ralia. St rong responses were detailed, used 

term inology, ident ified influences of other languages and discussed 

Accom m odat ion Theory linking to Aust ralian Aboriginal English diverging from  

Standard English to preserve cultural heritage. Som e responses also addressed 

Covert  Prest ige in Text  C and ident ified the role of I nternat ional English within 

m edia and docum entaries. Level 3 responses m ay have addressed all three bullet  

points but  focused m ore on one which lim ited them . 

 

I n som e cases, there was a neglect  of all of the texts and a focus on one or two 

at  the expense of others. Despite a significant  increase in term inology in quest ion 

one this was not  always reflected in quest ion two. Candidates should use 

term inology where possible when illust rat ing their  points as it  m eets the cr iter ia 

for the assessm ent  object ive of descr ibing const ruct ion in m eaning and will show 

sophist icat ion within their  writ ten expression. 

 

Pap er  Su m m ar y  

 

Based on their  perform ance on this paper candidates are offered the following 

advice:  

 

 Em ploy effect ive t im e m anagem ent  in the exam inat ion to ensure that  

appropriate t im e is spent  on each quest ion in relat ion to the assessm ent  

object ives. 

 Read all three sets of data before at tem pt ing the quest ion to gain an 

understanding of the discussion points across the paper. 

 Cont inue to use term inology throughout  your response in both quest ions. 

 Ensure you refer to the sources in both quest ions and support  your points 

with evidence from  the texts. 

 Use the term  ‘non-standard’ rather than ‘incorrect ’ when referr ing to 

variet ies on English. 

 I n Q2 consider all three texts in your discussion. Do not  lim it  your response 

to one set  of data or to one discussion point . 



 

 Use the bullet  points as a scaffold when writ ing your response to m ake sure 

all parts of the quest ion are addressed and you have the opportunity to 

achieve full m arks. 
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